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Wear eyeglasses? Want to shoot photos without them? 
Buy a digital camera with an adjustable diopter lens. Slight 
adjustments can improve clarity and sharpness when 
looking through the viewfinder. An adjustable diopter lens, 
part the viewfinder on many digital cameras, lets you focus 
the viewfinder to match to your eyesight, be it 
nearsightedness or farsightedness. The dial is located near 
the viewfinder.  By rotating a dial, knob or slider, the image 
on the viewfinder will come in and out of focus. Make 
adjustments while looking through the viewfinder. Stop 
adjusting when the scene is sharpest. If your camera has 
focus brackets, keep your eye on them until they come into 
focus. 
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Sets the compression for recording images 
typically Fine (best image quality for the �le size 
selected), Normal (very suitable image quality) 
and Basic (least quality though images may be 
perfectly suitable for email or posting on a web 
page. Compression settings may have other 
designations such as Best, Better, Good; 
Standard, High, Super High (See also, digital 
camera �le formats). 



����

������

��

A hot shoe , also known as an accessory shoe, allows an external �ash or other 
device to be connected to a camera. A hot shoe is a slotted bracket that is generally 
located on the top of a camera. 
When an external �ash is inserted into the hot shoe, it's electrical contacts 
touch the contacts on the foot of the �ash. When th e shutter-release button is 
pressed, the �ash goes off in sync with the shutter.
Though almost all digital cameras have a built-in � ash, not all have a hot shoe. It is 
primarily found on advanced, prosumer digital cameras and digital Single Lens 
Re�ex cameras.
If you take a lot of inside photos, seriously consider purchasing a digital camera 
with a hot shoe and an external �ash.
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If your digital camera doesn't have a hot shoe but you want some of 
the bene�ts of 
using an external �ash, get a slave �ash. A slave � ash in an external 
unit that is 
triggered when the built-in camera �ash goes off.
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For the majority of inside shots you'll need a �ash . 
Occasionally, you should use the �ash outside. 
Don't have overly high expectations when using a 
built-in digital camera �ash. The maximum distance 
that an on the camera flash works is between 8 feet 
and 12 feet depending on the camera.

Flash photos can range from great to awful. If you 
take a lot of inside shots, consider purchasing an 
external or slave �ash. 
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A digital camera �ash triggers automatically in low light 
conditions when set to auto mode. On some digital cameras, 
lifting up the �ash activates it. Always use a �ash w ithin the 
specified range for the best performance. If you digital camera 
has �ash compensation, you can change settings to in crease or 
decrease �ash output. 
To improve overall photo quality when using a �ash,  move 
subjects closer to available light coming through a window or 
door before shooting. If there is not outside light, turn on more 
room lights and change the white balance settings as needed.
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Many don't think of using the �ash outside but it's an 
effective way to eliminate dark, shadowy areas 
which lack detail. A digital camera sees less detail 
than the human eye so �ll-in �ash is used to bring 
out details that may be lost in shadows. Digital 
cameras typically have several �ash modes that can 
be changed to suit a variety of lighting situations. 
Flash ranges change according to the zoom/focal 
length used. 
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